ia 


SCRIPTURES FOR THE BLIND 


DISTRIBUTION 


“ . . As we forgive those who trespass against us” 
(Seepage, 167) 


1816—One Hundred and sl wéentyatifth! Year of the’ American Blble Soziety—1 941 


What the War Is Doing to the Bible 


HE last three months have greatly increased 
the gravity of the situation in respect to the 
Bible and the work of the Bible Societies. 

In Europe: The Slovak and Hungarian Scriptures 
are nearly exhausted. No Greek Bibles are available. 
The supply of French Bibles in France is meagre. 
Russian Bibles and Testaments are very few in num- 


soldiers already enrolled still unsupplied, constitute 
a large requirement. Requests have been received 
to supply Scriptures in the Philippine languages for 
Filipino soldiers, now a part of the United States 
forces. 

Work of the British Society: Except for Portu- 
gal, its European work is dependent on what the 


ber. The situation in 
the Baltic states is un- 
known. In Finland dis- 
tribution among Rus- 
sian prisoners is going 
on. French Bibles are 
scarce in Belgium. Dutch 
Scriptures are adequate 
in supply and increasing 
in circulation. Produc- 
tion of Scriptures in Ger- 
many has continued so 
far. In Switzerland 50,- 
ooo French Bibles are be- 
ginning ‘to come from 
the press. Supplies of 
Bulgarian Scriptures are 
low; the Bible Society 
office has been shut. 
There is no information 
on Yugoslavia. The 
new Turkish translation 


The Challenge 


HE following paragraph is from a letter to 

Secretary North written October 23 by Dr. 
W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, secretary of the Provisional 
Committee of the World Council of Churches 
and the Ecumenical Commission for Chaplaincy 
Aid to War Prisoners and Refugees: 

“You will have seen from his recent letters 
that Beguin has been able to make contacts with 
practically every one of the Bible Societies, and 
that the meeting of the needs in this area as 
well as the work for prisoners and refugees keep 
him very busy. You may have been somewhat 
astonished that he and I are now asking for 
rather large sums of money; but this is the 
result of the very many requests for help which 
come from all over Europe. If they can be met, 
this will mean that the Bible work will go on 
with at least the same intensity as in times of 
peace. Now it is very clear, from all the reports 
which we receive by letter and by word of mouth, 
that there is in many countries, and particularly 
in the countries which suffer most, a real revival 
of Christian life. One notices again and again 
that there is more real evangelistic work done in 
the countries where the church is under pressure, 


American Bible Society 
can do in its place. The 
destruction of its bindery 
and a large quantity of. 
stock by bombs will de- 
lay and imperil supplies: 
of Scriptures for several 
countries and in many! 
languages. Requests are 
made of the American 
Bible Society to print 
British and _ Foreign 
Bible Society Scriptures 
in these African  lan- 
guages: Kilega, Gbea, 
Sara, Karre Ilamba, Zulu, 
and to supply large 
quantities in Spanish 
and Portuguese. 

The Netherlands 
Indies: The Netherlands 
Bible Society cannot cor- 


has been printed, but 
binding materials suffice 
only for 500 copies. In 
Spain the prohibition 
continues against circulating Scriptures without 
the imprint of the Roman Catholic authorities. 

Meanwhile reports of desire for Scriptures on the 
part of war prisoners and many others increase. 
There is a possibility that there may be a great 
opportunity for distribution among Russian prison- 
ers of war, who number many hundreds of thou- 
sands; many of whom will refuse them, but many 
will not. It is not yet clear whether distribution 
will be permitted among Russian prisoners in Ger- 
many or among German prisoners in Russia. 

After investigation in many countries, our repre- 
sentative in Geneva cables: “$25,000 required be- 
fore December 31 for Scripture publication in 
Europe.” 

United States: Large quantities of Testaments 
continue to be asked for by Army and Navy chap- 
lains. ‘The Society is providing suitable Bibles for 
the lectern of each new camp chapel built by the 
government, and for each ship commissioned by the 
Navy. Additional classes of selectees, with many 


—0 0 ee 
BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD, DECEMBER 1941 


Publication, Office 1009 Sloan St., Crawfordsville, Ind. Published monthly, except June and A it EDIT : i itori 

on Bec e Oe ase Ei aati He eR ea a 57th Street, New Vor! ae geen cle eee a 
: - office a rawfordsville, be t ili i 

vided for in Sec. 1103, Act of October 3, 1917, Buhoe tion Deena: on 3, 1879. Acceptance for mailing at special rate on postage pro 


Vox. 86 No. 10 


than in the countries where it is not. So we hope 
that all these needs can be met.” 


respond with or send 
funds to the Indies. The 
American Bible Society | 
has taken over the super- 
vision and part of the support of the latter’s im-| 
portant work there. This involves provision of 
expenses for the staff on the field (at reduced 
salaries), and material and funds for publication 
in nearly a score of languages for some 1,500,000 
Christians in rapidly growing churches. 
What the American Bible Society has done about tt: 

Sent to war prisoners 47,237 Bibles and Testa-} 
ments and 115,619 Gospels; 

Sent to French churches 17,914 Bibles and Testa-| 
ments, and 22,700 Gospels; 

Sent to Army and Navy chaplains 214,126 Bibles 
and ‘Testaments and 133,370 Gospels; 

Sent $4,680 toward reprinting Slovak Bibles; 

Sent $10,973 to the British Society in Europe; 

Sent to the Netherlands Indies work $9,611; 

Sent for printing, etc., in Europe over $29,000; | 
and, in so doing, has overspent its Emergency | 
Fund by $21,000, and must expend $40,000 
more by December 31. 

WILL AMERICA HELP? 
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The Survival Values of Bible Sunday 


By Francis C. Stifler 


second Sunday of December, is usually spoken 
| of as a celebration or an observance. A pre- 
ailing weakness lurks in every celebration. It tends 
» become a waste of energy. Elaborate preparation, 

day of pomp and pageantry, tired performers, 
ightfall, and life again as usual—the great day is 
ver! 

Shall it be so on and after December 14, 1941? 
‘he American Bible Society has mailed to over 
24,000 pastors in more than sixty denominations, 
naterials to aid them in their observance of Uni- 
ersal Bible Sunday. ‘Tens of thousands of copies of 
ae beautiful poster entitled “The Light Shines in 
re Darkness,” pictured on page 172, will be dis- 
layed; thousands of pastors will preach sermons on 
ne amazing vitality of the Word of God that sets it 
part from and above all other writings; thousands 
f dollars, we hope, will be taken in special offerings 
) sustain the circulation of the Scriptures through- 
ut the world. ‘The air waves will vibrate with voices 
roclaiming the priceless virtues of the Book of 
ooks. Hundreds of newspapers will carry editorials 
ionoring God’s Word. For the few brief hours of 
yecember 14 America will be conscious of the hon- 
red place of the Bible to a degree attained on no 
ther day in the year. 
But, what of Monday, December 15, and all the 
ays that follow? What values will be found to the 
edit of Bible Sunday in 1941 when 1942 is well on 
s way toward spring? 

We plead for a celebration of Bible Sunday this 
sar that will lift the interest in the Bible on the part 
£ church people, and spur their sense of responsi- 
ility for its wider circulation among those that sit 
4 darkness, so that it shall become a continuing 
lessing to our country and to the world. 

May we suggest some channels through which the 
arvival values of Bible Sunday may be conserved? 


B Sunday, which falls each year on the 
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For one thing, and I think the most important, let 
it be a day of high resolve among Christian people 
that they will become regular readers and earnest 
students of the Bible. If former efforts to this end 
have met with failure, we invite correspondence on 
the subject. In the second place, let Bible Sunday 
be the starting point for the erection of, or the 
restoration of, the family altar in our homes. Dif- 
ficult? Yes; but so eminently worth all the effort. 
There is a direct relationship between the alarming 
increase in the divorce rate in America and the neg- 
lect of the Bible in family life. Let pastors highly 
resolve that they will lend their efforts toward the 
restoration of the Bible to a place of honor and use- 
fulness in the homes of their parish. 

And, finally, let Bible Sunday become the starting 
point for the distribution of the Bible among those 
who do not have it. In the average American urban 
community probably one third of the homes have no 
Bibles. The great Book will never be read if it is 
not on hand. If it is offered in a neighborly, per- 
suasive way, it will take hold in many a life that 
hitherto has known it not. Here is a service which 
young people will delight to render. Let them be 
encouraged to make a survey of their parish, and 
supply to those without God’s Word at least a 
Gospel portion. If foreign tongues are spoken in 
their neighborhood, the Gospel in the languages re- 


‘ quired can be secured from the nearest depository of 


the American Bible Society. If this is done, it will 
not be difficult to lift up the eyes of church people to 
the need of our Bible-hungry world beyond our par- 
ishes. 

Bible Sunday this year will have been more than a 
celebration if, in ways like these, it leaves the people 
of the American churches busy putting their Bibles 
to work to lift the nation to a clearer vision of God’s 
beckoning hand, and to a higher sense of its duty in 
these baffling days of darkness and despair. 
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Alaska Needs the Word of God 


By Ralph W. Bayless 


Alaska is included in the territory served by the 
Society’s Pacific District office. Secretary Bayless 
made his first visit to Alaska—the first visit, indeed, 
ever made to the territory by a representative of the 
Society—in July rogz. His purpose was to become 
personally acquainted with as many as possible of 
the religious leaders; to appraise and to present the 
contribution of the American Bible Society; and to 
discover wherein the Society might better undergird 
the evangelistic and missionary work being carried 
on there by the various denominations. Some of 
Secretary Bayless’ observations follow, with pictures 
which he took during his visit 


LASKA is a country that needs to be described 
in superlative terms. Its name is taken from 
the native word “Al-ak-shak,” which means 

a great country or continent. In geography and 
climate it truly is great. It reaches from the east to 
the west as far as the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific, 
and from the north to the south as far as the Domin- 
ion of Canada to the Mexican border. Its area is 
equal to about one fifth that of the United States. 
Its 35,000-mile shore line, if extended in a straight 
line, would more than girdle the globe. It has the 
highest mountains on the North American conti- 
nent, with Mount McKinley more than 20,000 feet 
in altitude. 

The word “climate” in its singular sense is inade- 
quate to describe Alaska’s weather. The more 
proper term is “climates”; for the country has at 
least eight climatic provinces within its vast bound- 
aries. It has a greater range of climate than that 
between the states of Florida and Maine. Misin- 
formed publicists have done an injustice to the 
country by such expressions as “‘our arctic province,” 
“Seward’s icebox,” “Walrussia,” and “the play- 
ground of polar bears.” The climate of southeastern 
Alaska is comparable to that of Washington, D.C. 

Alaskan scenery is unsurpassed anywhere in the 
world. ‘There are glaciers greater than those of 
Norway or Switzerland; mountains overtopping the 
Alps of Europe—it is a land of deep fiords, beautiful 
lakes, and noble rivers. Its picturesqueness is further 
enhanced by its winding sea lanes, the thickly tim- 
bered islands and hillsides, and its myriads of cas- 
cading streams. Its waters teem with fish of many 
kinds; and live game abounds on every side, 

Just seventy-four years ago, in 1867, the United 
States purchased Alaska from Russia for $7,200,000. 
The intervening years have been marked with peri- 
ods of “neglect,” “the gold-rush era,” “the territorial 
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government,” with its economic, social, and intel. 
lectual growth; and now “‘the unparalleled National! 
Defense and population gains.” | 

Alaska’s 1940 population was rated as 73,000, of 
which 39,000 were whites, and the balance natives— 
the latter consisting of six tribes, of whom 15,000 are’ 
Eskimos. In addition, the present rush to Alaska, 
because of new naval bases and army posts, has likely 
carried today’s population to near the 100,000 mark, 

Alaska is rapidly becoming a white man’s coun- 
try. Wagon roads, automobile highways, and rail- 


This is the main street in an Indian village in Alaska 


roads are being extended. The aeroplane is 
replacing the dogteam, and the remaining natives 
can easily be further exploited by ‘white civiliza- 
tion” or spiritually redeemed and conserved by vital 
Christianity. 

In the scheme -of National Defense, Alaska is 
strategically located. For a distance of about 3,000 
miles, it flanks the great circle across the North Pa- 
cific. Over the North Pole it is only 3,000 miles to 
Europe. It is actually nearer to Berlin from Point 
Barrow than it is to New York City. The Alaska 
mainland is within fifty-six miles of the Siberian 
mainland across the Bering Strait. A distance of 
only seven hundred miles separates the tip of the 
Aleutian Islands and Japanese territory. 


RELIGION IN ALASKA 


Fifty years after Alaska was discovered, Empress 
Catherine of Russia issued an imperial order that 
missionaries should be sent to her American colony. 
In 1796 a mission of the Greek Orthodox Church 
was opened in Kodiak. Missions and churches were 
soon established throughout the Aleutian Isles and 
southeastern Alaska. Years later, they claimed 12,000 
church members, with Sitka as the central church. 
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n 1846 Lutheran clergymen arrived in Sitka from 
Surope to build a church on ground given by the 
azar of Russia. Father Duncan of England began 
us work with the Tsimphsian Indians at old Metla- 
satla in 1857. ‘To the Episcopalians goes the honor 
4 being the first Western church to start work in 
Alaska in the year 1862. The Moravians followed in 
865, with a mission at Bethel on the Kuskokwim 
iver. The Roman Catholics opened their work on 
he Yukon in 1877, and the Presbyterians at Wran- 
yell during the same year. The Methodists began 
vork at Unga in 1886, and the Congregationalists at 
Nome in 1899. The Baptists at Kodiak, The Friends 
it Kotzebue, the Salvation Army, the Adventists, the 
church of God, and others followed. 


ALASKA METHODIST CONFERENCE 

Seward was the scene of an Alaska Methodist 
ission Conference held during the past summer. 
Dr. Walter R. ‘Torbet, retiring superintendent, was 
iven high praise for his eleven years of devoted 
rvice to Alaska. The presiding bishop, Bruce R. 
axter, brought much inspiration to Methodist 
lergy and workers assembled from all Alaska. Many 
.t this conference spoke appreciatively of the work 
eing done by the American Bible Society in helping 
o sustain scripturally their missionary program with 
opies of the printed Word. 


A PraActTicAL UNDENOMINATIONAL CHURCH 
_ An outstanding example of missionary achieve- 
ent is embodied in the story of William Duncan, 
_ young English missionary, who came alone to the 
(simphsians when they were in a state bordering 
m cannibalism. After years of living with them, 
nd sharing the gospel of Christ in their behalf, he 
ook one thousand of his followers and settled at 
ew Metlakatla, on the island of Annette, which 
iad been given to this tribe as a reservation by the 
Jnited States Government. Here he built a church 
nd school, and taught the natives in practical ways 
of Christian living. Since fishing was abundant, a 
annery was erected. From these practical Christian 
mterprises, Duncan left at his death an important 
state to be used exclusively for the religious welfare 
f natives in Alaska. It is administered by a non- 
alaried board of managers, of which Dr. Edward D. 
<ohIstedt, of New York City, is a member. In ap- 
woaching this island by aeroplane, one beholds one 
£ the nicest Indian settlements in all Alaska; and 
he native white cathedrallike church is the largest 
n the territory, having recently been renovated at a 
ost of $30,000. ‘This undenominational church is 
iow being served by the Reverend Frederic C. 
chmidt, a Congregationalist. 


SALVATION ARMY 
About fifty years ago, a native of Alaska came 
mder the influence of the Salvation Army at San 
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Francisco, and was converted. His first impulse was 
to return to his people and preach the Good News of 
the gospel he had just received. Equipped with a 
Bible, a songbook, and wearing the Salvation guern- 
sey and cap, he returned, and the result of his preach- 
ing was the organization of the Army in Alaska. 
Owing to the geographical location, the Canadian 
Salvation Army took over this work in Alaska, and 
has continued until now, with headquarters at 


An Eskimo girl trained in the Jesse Lee 
Orphanage at Seward, Alaska 


Wrangell, and work at Juneau, Sitka, Anchorage, 
and many other centers. 


PIONEERS’ HOME 


At Sitka the territorial government has provided 
a home for aged “whites” who have been broken by 
the rigors of Alaska. ‘There are about 180 guests in 
this home, and their average age is seventy-three. 
Months ago the Reverend Willis R. Booth, Presby- 
terian minister, wrote, “In all this institution I can- 
not find one Bible. Can’t the Society make a grant?” 
Headquarters made the grant, and it was my pleas- 
ure to present the volumes recently. ‘The joyful ap- 
preciation reflected in the faces of the aged, infirm, 
and crippled men as they came forward with feeble 
hands to receive a copy of the Scriptures was abun- 
dantly rewarding. One said, “It seemed so long to 
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wait for the Bibles to come. Now I will read this 
one every day.” 
A REHABILITATION PROJECT 

National attention has rested upon Matanuska 
Valley since the days when the Federal Emergency 
Relief Administration decided upon the rehabilita- 
tion of select families from the drought-stricken 
regions of Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. At 
Palmer the government cleared 4,200 acres from the 
heart of a virgin forest, and now families are happily 
located on 147 tracts of this fertile soil. 

The Community Presbyterian Church, built from 
native timber, is a classic in simplicity and beauty. 
In the membership of this church is to be found 
some of the ablest leadership in the valley, among 
others the community’s leading physician with a 
stalwart Moravian Christian background. ‘The Mis- 
souri Synod (Lutheran) and the Catholics have 
each a church at this center. Christian principles 


Bibles were made available to these orphan 
children at Haines, Alaska 


are being inculcated into the very foundations of 
the community life. Efforts are now being made 
that every home in this new and successful project 
shall possess and use the Word of God. 


RESULTS OF CHRISTIAN MIssIONs 

The results of Christian missions are in evidence 
everywhere. ‘There are fourteen institutions in the 
territory, which care for about eight hundred de- 
pendent children. These are in addition to the 
vocational schools maintained by the Department of 
Indian Affairs. Most of these institutions are oper- 
ated under the auspices of denominational groups. 
The Jesse Lee Home at Seward, maintained by the 
Women’s Board of the Methodist Church, is one of 
the finest orphanages the writer has ever seen; Haines 
House, maintained by the Presbyterian Church at 
Haines, has rendered yeoman Christlike service to 
orphans of the younger ages; and a similar service 
has been rendered by the Baptists at Kodiak. 

The Sheldon Jackson School at Sitka was founded 
in 1878 by a Presbyterian missionary, the Reverend 
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ohn G. Brady, who later became governor of 
Alaska. This school’s faculty of twenty-five mem- 
bers teach a curriculum well adapted to Alaskan 
needs. Bible training and a knowledge of Christian 
living have always received central emphasis. Grad- 
uates of this school occupy places of important 
leadership in the territory. 

Denominational missionary boats are used to 
reach isolated native groups with the gospel and its 
message. The Methodists are now building one for 
their work in the Aleutian Islands. The moderator 
of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
recently dedicated their new “Princeton Hall” boat 
at Sitka. The writer presented an appropriate boat- 
chapel pulpit Bible in behalf of the American Bible 
Society. The missionary pilot of this boat said, a 
would like to leave a Gospel portion or a New Testa-. ; 

ment in every Indian tent or shack I visit.’ | 

For the past three years the Mission Covenant : 
Church has had its own aeroplane, which the mis- 
sionary pilots use in reaching mission stations and 
churches served. ‘The flying machine is vastly more 
efficient than the dogteam in serving our Alaska ta 
tions,” said a denominational leader. 


PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 


For the most part the Christian missionary in 
Alaska is remote from fellow workers. One said, 
“This conference is great; for it is the first time im 
five years that I have had the opportunity of hearing 
another man’s voice preach the gospel.” 

Drink is a curse in Alaska to natives and whites 
alike. Their drink bill is $66 per capita. Gam- 
bling and prostitution are everywhere. A missionary 
pastor, in a present-day boom town, said, “No town 
anywhere needs the message of the gospel and the 
witness of the church and Christian people worse 
than ——. One third of all business establishments 
are either saloons, liquor stores or gambling rooms. 
If you have Scripture volumes for free distribution, 
my mission church will furnish the Christian testi- 
mony and distribute them.” 

Alaska needs the Word of God. It is needed in 
English to reach churches and Sunday schools, in- 
stitutions and native schools, all of which use the 
English language. It is needed to help undergird 
and spiritually vitalize the gospel message of minis- 
ters and missionaries. ‘There is great need that the} 
Word be placed in the hands of the native life of 
Alaska, for it to perform its own miraculous work 
of spiritual redemption and Christian growth for 
those who read. “The native responds when he 
finds forgiveness and strength for spiritual living.” 
And where is there a surer source of this than in the 
dynamics of the New Testament gospel? Alaska’ 
needs are great, but there is adequate power in God’ 
Word to sustain when material plans have failed. 
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D ATRIOTISM and Bible appreciation had 

something in common when Bible-conscious 
West Texans planned their colorful exhibit 
t the annual West Texas Fair in the cowboy country 


iving city, Bible lovers of Abilene undertook to 
ducate the citizenry to the Bible work going on in 
e public schools of Abilene, and to encourage 


% 


5 
_ BIBLE INSTRUCTION ~ - 
TTHE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


Bible display at the West Texas Fair—Abilene, 
Texas 


vider use and appreciation of the Bible. The Amer- 
can Bible Society welcomed the chance to help. 
The theme of the entire fair was national defense, 
nd catching the spirit of such an idea, the Bible 
ommittee called their booth ‘“A-1 Defense Project.” 
,ocated in the Pan American building, the space 
yas decorated in a Mexican motif, with prominent 
ttention to posters and literature urging wider use 
f the Bible. Bible:students’ notebooks were on dis- 
lay, as well as a Bible museum made by the stu- 
ents. Free distribution was made of cellophane 
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A-| Defense Project 


All Bible-loving Americans are interested in the present encouraging 

developments in week-day religious education in our country. 

Secretary of the Southwestern District here tells of the American Bible 

Society's cooperation in advancing this worthy cause in Texas. The ac- 

companying picture reveals the united interest of divergent creeds in 
the promotion of the use of the Bible 


By Frank W. Langham 


The 


rolled tracts, Gospels of John, and a printed folder 
giving information, commendations, and _ testi- 
monies concerning Bible teaching in the Abilene 
schools. ‘Thousands of children, patrons of the 
schools, and visitors from other sections of this vast 
state visited the booth. 

Abilene is justifiably proud of its Bible work in 
the public schools. Although the Texas Legislature 
only recently passed a law permitting Bible instruc- 
tion in both elementary and high schools of the 
state, Abilene already has instruction from the third 
grade through high school. Since there is no pro- 
vision for using state funds for this work, teachers’ 
salaries are paid by voluntary offerings of churches, 
Sunday-school classes, and individuals; and the 1941 
staff consists of two paid full-time teachers and a 
group of volunteers. Elementary teachers can give 
but one period each week to each room; but daily 
high-school classes offer full credit. Previous surveys 
revealed that fifty percent of the pupils never at- 
tended Sunday school, and that 600 elementary pu- 
pils had never had any Bible instruction at all. Now 
all are reached by this effective program. 

Of especial interest to the American Bible Society 
is the leadership of Frank R. Hayes in this work. 
Almost totally blind, this long-time friend and dis- 
tributor for the Society reads his Bible in Braille and 
uses every Opportunity to see that more people have 
and use the Scriptures. As the Chattanooga News 
said in connection with his work in that vicinity, 
“He does a real job for the Lord in a very quiet and 
unassuming way.” 


The Cover Picture 


One of the notable elements in the attitude of 
the British people as the war progresses is the ab- 
sence of hatred toward their foes. Every messen- 
ger of the American churches brings back the same 
story. England’s open Bible, as it appears in the 
cover picture, has, of course, an important bear- 
ing upon this commendable trait. The men in the 
picture are members of a clean-up squad, and the 
church is located near the Bible House in London. 
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Jt the foundations 
be Destroped, what 
can the righteous do? 


Here in America they can, through additional 
gifts to the War Emergency Fund of the 
American Bible Society, help to make up for 


” 


“that which is lacking” in the services of the 
great Bible Societies of Europe whose work 


has been so tragically curtailed by the war. 


<< 


This is Queen Victoria Street in 
London within a few rods of the: 
Bible House of the British and For- 
eign Bible Society. The Bible 
House has been damaged, but is. 

still in use 


=I 


These pictures were taken after the 

bombing of the Watkins Bindery, lo- 

cated south of the Thames in Lon- 

don, which for years has been princi- 

pally concerned with binding Bibles 

for the British and Foreign Bible 
Society 


but also in power’—1 Thess. 1: 5. 
Objects: Put a tiny New Testament inside 
a small glass jar, and wrap the jar in red paper. 

The other evening, at the Town Hall lecture, I 
heard a great scientist tell about the latest discoveries 
and the most wonderful new inventions. He talked 
bout the electric eye, television, polarized light, and 
lot of other things that I cannot remember just 
now. 

He gave a demonstration in which he turned 
usic into light, and then turned it back again into 
ound. He cooked an egg on a stove with a news- 
aper under the frying pan, without even scorching 
he newspaper. He made light appear in a tube as 
e rubbed his hand over it, and made the light dis- 
ppear as he rubbed his hand back the other way. 
e did many other interesting things. 

One thing the speaker told us has caused me to 
o a lot of thinking. He said that, since the last 
orld War, scientists had been studying how to 
ake more powerful explosives. They have now 
ucceeded in making one so powerful, that even a 
iny bit of it—about a thimbleful—would completely 
estroy the building where we were meeting that 
vening. He said he dared not carry any of it around 
ith him, and so the powder in the bottle he held in 
his hand was just white chalk. A tiny bottle that 
size filled with the real thing and thrown on the floor 
would blow us all to bits. 

This was indeed a powerful explosive; but, as I 

sat there and thought about it, I realized that I had 
something at home about the same size, but a great 
deal more powerful than his explosive. In fact, so 
mighty is this something which I have, that no one 
ever has been able to measure its power. 
Let us see what it is. Off comes the red paper, and 
we find a glass jar. Down in the jar is another pack- 
age. We unwrap the second package and—would 
you believe it?—we find a tiny New Testament. 

This little book has in it the four Gospels. I 
bought it some years ago at the Chicago Century of 
Progress Fair. It is supposed to be the smallest New 
Testament ever printed. But, small as it is, you can 
read it if you look closely. 


(): gospel came, not unto you in word only, 
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T.N. T. 


This object-lesson children’s sermon ts taken from a new collection pub- 
lished by the Judson Press, Philadelphia, entitled “Squaring Up” by the 
pastor of the First Baptist Church of Lansing, Michigan, and is used with 
the permission of both the author and publisher in the hope that it may 
help in the celebration of Universal Bible Sunday on December 14 


By Julius Fischbach 


If we call the mighty explosive “T.N.T.,” then we 
might call our powerful little book “T.N.T.” also. 
We will read the letters to mean: “Tried New 
Testament.” 

Now, that first T is very important; for a New 
Testament is of no power at all if we leave it on the 
table, and never open it to read it. It becomes 
mighty when it is read, believed, and tried. Things 
begin to happen when we really do what the New 
Testament says. It changes our thinking; changes 
our living; and, by our influence, it changes the 
world around about us. 

Some of you have been wondering why we should 
say the New Testament is more powerful than dyna- 
mite or nitroglycerine. 

The reason is that explosives always destroy or 
tear down. The New Testament always builds up. 
For instance, the speaker on the ‘Town Hall program 
said his explosive could destroy the building where 
he was lecturing. But, let us remember that it takes 
more power to build a building than to destroy it. 
Let us also remember that the New Testament built 
the very building the speaker was talking about! 

Yes, the New Testament built it; for it was a high- 
school building. If we go back into the history of 
schools and school buildings, we find that the church 
founded the first schools in America; and the church 
did this because of the New Testament. 

This is how it happened: Christian people said 
the rules of right living are to be found in the New 
Testament. They also said each person is judged 
by his own conduct; and that every person, there- 
fore, ought to be able to read his New Testament 
for himself, so he can know how he should live. 
The result of all this reasoning was the starting of 
schools to teach every boy and girl to read. Classes 
were first held in churches and in homes, but soon 
regular places were needed, and schoolhouses were 
built. 

The New Testament has not only put up school- 
houses, but it has built character—which is the 
greatest building of all. It has caused people to be 
honest, truthful, good, and kind. It has taught 
people to think of others, and has led them to do 
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very helpful things for those in need. It has brought 
the community chest idea to our city, and has pre- 
pared playgrounds for children, and suggested the 
building of public parks. 

Now I wonder if you agree with me that the 
“T.N.T.”—which means a “Tried New Testament” — 


is the mightiest thing in our city and in our whole 
world? When we see it that way, does it not make 
us want to get more of the power of the New Testa- 
ment into our own lives, and give God a chance to 
use us in a larger way, helping him build a better 
world? 


Boston Honors the Bible 
By Rev. Frank K. Singiser, D. D. 


Fair, held on October g0 to 26 in the huge 

Boston Garden, was that of the Massachusetts 
Bible Society. Each year the Boston Book Fair 
adopts a theme, and builds its program about it. 
This year the words “This is my Own, my native 
land” were chosen. The program arranged around 
this year’s theme was most pretentious, even for 
Boston reputed to hold the world’s largest and best 
book fairs. Five times each day a formal program 
interpreting the theme was given. This program 
featured the huge Babson Institute topographical 
relief map of the United States, built and housed 
at a cost of $250,000. Using the symbolism of the 
daily rise and setting of the sun, with special light- 
ing effects on the topographical map to simulate 
the sun’s course, the recorded voice of the Reverend 
Phillips Endecott Osgood was heard in an inspir- 
ing message on the full meaning of “This is my 
own, my native land.” With interludes of recorded 
music by the choir of Emmanuel Church, Dr. Os- 
good traced the growth of the United States and 
the meaning of patriotism. 

In the terms of day and night, the bright and 
dark periods of American history were interpreted. 
Again, as the darkness of night is settling down 
upon the world, it is only to give promise of a new 
and brighter day. In that faith, five times each day 
the great audiences were asked to stand and dedi- 
cate themselves anew as they sang “Our fathers’ 
God, to thee.” 

As the audience rose to sing, they found their 
attention focussed by huge spotlights on the exhibit 
of the Massachusetts Bible Society, in which the 
Bible itself was exalted as the source of all that is 
best in American life. 

This was done in a most beautiful and dramatic 
manner by means of a large, illuminated mercatorial 
map of the United States, 21 feet long and 14 feet 
high, erected beneath the huge words of the Fair’s 
motto—“THis Is My Own, My Native Lanp’— 


if HE most significant exhibit at the Boston Book 


170 


spanning the Garden. Above the map, on a lofty, 
golden tripodium, was displayed a large Bible, one 
of the first English texts used in America. On the 
steps of the golden tripodium were inscribed the 
words of Psalm 33: 12—“Blessed is the nation whose 
God is the Lord,’—words quoted in the Constitu- 
tional Convention. Flanking the Bible were two 
animated American flags. Drawn up at attention 
in front of the map were representatives of all the 
various armed and civilian defense forces of the 
United States. All over the map lights began to 
flash, indicating the investments made by those 
early American pioneers who did what they did 
because they loved their Bibles. Thousands of 
people, as they sang an old national song, found 
new meaning in the words: 


Our fathers’ God, to thee, 
Author of liberty, 
To thee we sing. 


This map of the Bible Society was built around 
the theme “The Bible in America—my own, my 
native land.” Its aim was to show that the Bible 
has always exerted a determining influence in 
American history; that democratic institutions 
originated in Bible concepts long before they were 
expressed in political and social schemes; and that 
the great pioneering exploits in America were made 
by men who blazed their way across the continent 


in the sure hope of living in a land where Bible 


ideals were supreme. 

On the map itself were mounted small electric 
lights to indicate certain historic facts connected 
with the Bible in American history. First of all, 


six red lights called attention to the major sixteenth 


century Spanish settlements and missions among the 
Indians, beginning at St. Augustine and reaching 
out through Texas and New Mexico into California, 
In this connection, the Latin Vulgate was exhibited 
as probably the first Bible to be brought to the 
American continent. ‘Then came the advent of 
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che French and German Bibles, as these were intro- 
luced by the Huguenots in Georgia and South 
carolina. Next in order, bright lights indicated 
‘he advent of the English Bible, probably the fourth 
n the order of succession in America. This was 
introduced by the Pilgrims and Puritans in 1607 
ut Jamestown, and in 1620 at Plymouth. 


A group of ten lights called attention to the first 
ten colleges founded in America before 1776—all 
Christian colleges based on the culture of the Scrip- 
tures. The great trails of the early pioneers open- 
ing up America for permanent settlements were 
traced across the continent by lights of varied colors, 
showing how these Christian pioneers laid the 
foundations of America’s strength by establishing 
wherever they went two institutions: a church and 
a school, both of which grew strong through their un- 
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flinching devotion to a common textbook—the Bible. 

On the right side of the map, centered off the 
eastern coastline, was an opaque-glass screen, behind 
which a projection lantern operated. On this screen, 
by means of seventy pictures and captions, the whole 
story of the Bible in America was depicted, closing 
with the timely words of Woodrow Wilson, “I have 


| The Bible at the center of the Boston Book Fair 


a very simple thing to ask. I ask every man and 
woman that, from this day on, they will realize that 
part of the destiny of America lies in their daily read- 
ing of this great book.” 

Seventy thousand people looked upon this ex- 
hibit during the week, and their great interest was 
shown in their crowding around the exhibit, look- 
ing at Bibles ancient and modern, and many (al- 
though no efforts were made to sell) insisted on 
placing orders for new Bibles. 


171 


FDITORIAL COMMENT 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


A Journal Dedicated to the Wider 
Distribution of the Holy Scriptures 


Editors: ‘THE SECRETARIES 
Address correspondence to Francis 
Carr Stifler, Editorial Secretary, 
Bible House, Park Avenue and 
57th Street, New York 


Vor. 86 DECEMBER 1941 No. 10 


NIVERSAL Bible Sunday will 

be observed in thousands of 
churches on December 14 with almost 
continuous celebration commencing 
on December 7—the date observed by 
the liturgical communions. As in 
former years, the Society has sent to 
the pastors of the country a packet of 
material designed to help in the cele- 
bration. The packet contains a beau- 
tiful poster in four colors, reproduced 
here, the work of Miss Anne Allaben, 


Unwersal Bible Sunday. 
o DECEMBER 14, 1941 
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a young New York artist and a Chris- 
tian. ‘The packet also contains a copy 
of the October issue of the Bible So- 
ciety Record, which includes an article 
entitled “The Light that will not go 
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out,” by Dr. Kenneth Scott Latou- 
rette, professor of Missions and Orien- 
tal History in Yale University. This 
article takes the place of the bro- 
chure supplied in earlier years to the 
pastors at Bible Sunday time. 

* * * 


The air waves will be vibrant with 
messages about the Bible during the 
week beginning December 7, and 
particularly on Universal Bible Sun- 
day, December 14. On the latter 
date, there will be special coast-to- 
coast messages on three of the princi- 
pal networks. The National Broad- 
casting Company will present Dean 
Luther A. Weigle, of the Divinity 
School of Yale University, who is 
serving just now as chairman of the 
national committee of Biblical 
scholars who are preparing a revision 
of the American Standard Version of 
the Bible. Dr. Weigle will be heard 
at 9:30 am. EST. The Columbia 
Broadcasting System will present for 
the third successive year the voice of 
Senator James J. Davis, who will be 
heard at 9:45 a.m. EST. “Wings over 
Jordan,” nationally known Negro 
church hour at 9:30 a.m. EST., will 
include as their speaker Rev. C. F. 
Jenkins, popular colored pastor of 
Columbus, Ohio. The Mutual 
Broadcasting System will present the 
Right Reverend Karl Morgan Block, 
bishop of the diocese of California of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, at 
11 p.m. EST. Dec. 13th. There will be 
hundreds of local broadcasts made in 
cooperation with ministers’ associa- 
tions and councils of churches in al- 
most every state of the Union. 

ee 


NE of the Society's annuitants 

reveals, in a letter to Treasurer 
Darlington received on November 
10, the spirit of devotion to God’s 
Word which, if widely practiced, 
would speedily rid the world of its 
present woes. 

He writes: “Since I am eighty-two, 
my sight is almost gone, my hearing 
is failing me of late, and my heart is 
no longer functioning properly. I 
do not expect to see another birthday, 
but my prospects are bright; for to 
be absent from the body means to be 
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present with my God. I am a great 
believer in the Word of God, and en- 
joy the reading of it. I have profited 
more this past year than ever before. 
I have a large-print Bible, and, by 
using a magnifying glass, I am able 
to study a chapter or two a day.” 


HE Scriptures are popular every- 
where among our nation’s enlisted 
men. The accompanying picture was 
taken in a camp in California at 5:30 
a.m., which was the only time avail- 


able for the chaplain to distribute 
Testaments secured from the Amer- 
ican Bible Society before the regiment 
embarked for Alaska. 

Up to November 1, 1941, the So- 
ciety had distributed free through the 
Army and Navy chaplains, 5,658 
Bibles, 230,043 Testaments, and 140,- 
320 Gospel portions. An. additional 
84,964 Testaments have been sold 
through the Society’s depositories to 
friends who have distributed them to 
enlisted men from their communities, 
—making a grand total of 460,985 
volumes. 


ECRETARY Fonger of the Philip- 
pines Agency has recently sent to 

the Bible House copies of articles ap- 
pearing in the Bible Society Record 
during the past year, entitled ‘““How 
to Read the Bible,’ ‘Worthwhile 
Ways of Reading the Bible,” ‘The 


Bible in the Home,” translated into | 


the Bicol, Hocano, Panayan, 
Tagalog languages, which are four of 
the eight Philippine languages into 
which the American Bible Society has 
published the entire Bible. 
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and — 


HE Society records with much re- 

gret the death, on October 26, of 
1e Reverend George Allan, an Hon- 
wary Life Member of the Society and 
ranslator of the Bolivian Quechua 
New Testament. He was the pioneer 
eader of the Bolivian Indian Mission. 
te was seventy-two years of age, and 
1ad given more than forty years’ 
ervice to the Christian cause in 
3olivia. 


Christian Christmas Cards 


A response to a growing demand on 
the part of Christian people for 
wreeting cards which truly represent 
he Christian significance of Christ- 
nas, the American Bible Society has 
»repared a series of cards each one 
jontaining an appropriate Scriptural 
They are sold in boxes of 
ifteen for $1.00 postpaid. 
Old Masters—Rembrandt, Rubens, 
urer, and others are faithfully re- 
roduced—illustrations from ancient 
ibles—reproductions from the origi- 
al King James and Gutenburg Bibles 
re included—all are in color, and 
ach card contains a timely Scriptural 
uotation. ‘Through your purchase 
ou will not only be receiving cards 
o£ a quality difficult to equal at simi- 
ar cost, but you will also be contribut- 
g substantially toward placing in 
nen’s hands the one book which will 
urnish the will and the power to 
puild a peaceful world. 

Provision is made for those who 
yrefer to do so, to secure individual 
‘ards in quantity; 1-49 cards at 10 


.B.S.: Church leaders confer at the Bible 
House, January inside cover; Scriptures in 
war time, 3; two new Secretaries, 15; figures 
of the budget, 16; what fifteen dollars did, 
18; the “Record” in 1941, 18; ‘Read the 
Bible” seals for 1941, March inside cover, 
93; among other things, March inside cover; 
here’s something I can do, 39; save your 
stamps, 47; the voice of experience, 48; 
from our mailbag, 49; correcting a press 
misstatement, 61; Christmas greeting cards 
for 1941, 65; as it happened through the 
years, May inside cover; ‘‘just begun,” 71; 
1816,” 73; one hundred and twenty-five 
years of unbabeling Babel, 75; making Bibles 
by the millions, 79; New York Bible Houses 
through the years, 81; ‘305,000,000,” 84; 
' Bible Houses around the World, 86; your 
church and the A.B.S., 87; ‘for the healing 
of the nations,” 90; telling the story of 
| the Bible Society, 92; presenting a pulpit 
- Bible to the captain of a battleship, 93; a 
new A.B.S. representative in the national 
capital, 93; emergency work up-to-date, July 
inside cover; new areas of opportunity, 99; 
125th Annual Meeting, 100; thanks from 
_ prisoners of war and refugees, 106; afternoon 


tea, 108; 1,000,000 Gospels for Brazil, 109; } 


Society appreciated in a Montana mission 
field, 110; Secretary Stifler on the air, 110; 
“T read the ‘Bible Record,’ ’” October inside 


Z3IBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


cents each, 50-99 cards at g cents each, 
100 cards or more at 8 cents each. 
Orders with remittance should be 
sent to American Bible Society, Park 
Avenue and 57th Street, New York 
City. 
ee 


October Meeting of the Board 


HE sixth stated meeting of the 

Board of Managers of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society in its one hundred 
and twenty-sixth year was held at the 
Bible House, Park Avenue and 57th 
Street, New York City, on Thursday, 
October 2, 1941, at 3:30 p.m., Presi- 
dent John T. Manson in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were con- 
ducted by Mr. John Ritchie, Secre- 
tary of the Upper Andes Agency. 

The minutes of the fifth stated 
meeting of the year were approved. 

The resignation of Mr. Howard C. 
Wick as a Manager was accepted with 
deep regret. 

The minutes of the various stand- 
ing committees were presented and 
approved, and their recommendations 
adopted. 

The Board approved of forty-five 
denominations being invited to send 
their official representatives to attend 
the annual meeting of the Advisory 
Council on Wednesday, December 3, 
1941. 

Transfer of Kansas City, Missouri, 
from the Rocky Mountain District to 
the Northwestern District as of 
January 1, 1942, was authorized. 

The total distribution of 2,034,588 
volumes in the United States for the 
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side cover 
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the war emergency, 47; a new Bible bombed, 
48; in Army camps, 49; your ministers 
Bible, 55; worth-while ways of reading the 
Bible, 56; ‘‘she hath done what she could,” 
58; the Scriptures now in 1,051 languages, 
61; the Bible has a message for all time, 78; 
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first six months of 1941 as compared 
with 1,744,418 volumes distributed 
during the same period of 1940 was 
reported. 

A report on the war emergency 
work was presented. 

The meeting was adjourned. 


ee 
November Meeting of the 
Board 


HE seventh stated meeting of the 

Board of Managers of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society in its one hundred 
and twenty-sixth year was held at the 
Bible House, Park Avenue and 57th 
Street, New York City, on Thursday, 
November 6, 1941, at 4 p.m., Presi- 
dent John T. Manson in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were con- 
ducted by Secretary Cropp. 

The minutes of the sixth stated 
meeting of the year were approved. 

The minutes of the various stand- 
ing committees were presented and 
approved, and their recommendations 
adopted. 

It was reported that the Society has 
added to its present list of Scripture 
talking book records for the blind, 
twelve more books of the Old Testa- 
ment comprising 28 records. 

A copy of the first edition of the re- 
vised Turkish Bible was presented, 
and the Board requested that a mes- 
sage of appreciation and congratula- 


tions be sent to Mr. F. Lyman 
MacCallum for his work on its com- 
pletion. 


The meeting was adjourned. 
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Dr. Boyd and Rev. S. S. Feldman, 142; 
Secretary Cropp presenting a Bible, 157 

Advisory Council, Members of, January inside 
cover 


Africa: Missionary unpacking first Nyore 
Testaments, 76; “The Testaments have 
come,”’ 84 

Bible: Presenting New Testaments at Fort 


Sheridan, Illinois, January cover; Bible is 
used in junior department, 44; Billy Baker, 
45; shack in Ozark Mountains, 45; Billy 


on his horse, 46; Billy and his teacher, 46; 
“O how love I thy law!” 57; young officer 
reads his New Testament, 104; packing 
Testaments for enlisted men, 105; ‘“‘and thou 
shalt teach them thy children... .” 
November cover; “‘let’s read the Bible to- 
gether,” 148; on a byroad of Arizona, 152 

Bible Lands Agency, North: Commending the 
Bible in Bulgaria, April cover; listening to 
the gospel story, 59 

Bible fends Agency, South: Rev. E. W. G. 
Hudgell, 34 A 

Blind, Among the: In_the Lighthouse of 
Dallas, 18; Rev. C. E. Seymour with his 
talking book, 62; Summerfield Methodist 
Church, 62; Miss Madie Woodbury with her 
Line Letter Bible, 77; blind children read- 
ing their Braille Bible, 77; Helen Keller, 78; 
blind student reading his Bible, 150; the 
Light shines through his fingers, 150 

Brazil Agency: Colporteurs in Alagoas, 33; 
Sefiorita Delmira Rodrigues, 43 

Canada: German war prisoners, 137 _ P 

Caribbean Agency: Venezuela mountain lassies, 
March cover; Rev. Gerard A. Bailly, 40; 
“Zion,” founded by Mr. Bailly, 41; Mam In- 
dians examining their first copies of the New 
Testament, 64 

Central District: One hand is enough to hold 
penny portion, 8; Bible carriages in Michigan, 
60 


China Agency: Chungking Bible House when 
last reported, March inside cover; the trawler 
Estelle L., 65; Chinese compositor at work, 
80; unloading Bibles ‘“‘by the ton,’ 102; 
rising generation loves Bible, 120 

Colored Agency: ‘‘The field is the world,” 
February cover; 

Atlanta Division: A group of student Bible 
distributors, February inside cover; Dr. 
John P, Wragg and memorial tablet, 24; 
loading up with Gospels, 29; happy and 
full of words, 30; Bishop Tookes signs the 
Book of a Thousand Names, 121 

Cleveland Division: “‘Wings over Jordan,” 


26 
Dallas Division: Dr. G. A. Hobart Shep- 
pard, 15 

Cushman, Bishop R. S., October inside cover 

England: Church of St. Andrews, 107; to one 
blinded by bombs the Scriptures bring com- 
fort, 138; ‘‘as we forgive those who trespass 
against us,’”” December cover; if the founda- 
tions be destroyed, 168 

France: A French refugee, 103 

Germany: Polish prisoners’ camp, July inside 
cover 

Hutchinson, Dr. Stuart Nye, October inside 
cover 

Japan: A Gospel bindery, 91 

Knubel, Dr. F. H., October inside cover 

Latourette, Prof. Kenneth Scott, 132 

Madison, President James, 74 

Merriam, Elizabeth, 58 

Monroe, President James, 74 

Netherlands Indies: Mission kindergarten, 155 

Northwestern District: Dr. Robert T. Taylor, 
15 

Pacific District: Main street in an Indian 
village, Alaska, 164; an Eskimo girl, 165; 
Bibles for orphan children at Hames, Alaska, 
166 

yale: German refugees reading their Bible, 

Philippines Agency: Bible distributors and the 
new Bible car, 63; Rev. Eusebio Quebral 
testing the revised text of the Ilocano Old 
Testament, 75; in the Bible House bindery in 
Manila, 80 

Poling, Dr, Daniel A., October inside cover 

Rocky Mountain District: Dr. Rodolphe Pet- 
ter, 110 

South Atlantic District: 
to her pupils, 118 

Southern District: Rev. J. R. Turner, 12; an 
Ybor City mission primary class, 122 

Speer, Dr. Robert E., 85 

Southwestern District: Bible display at the 
West Texas Fair, Abilene, 167 

Sweden: The church at Norrlanda, Gotland 
Island, September cover; fresco in Upsala 
Cathedral, 116 

Thailand Agency: Woman at the well, 84 

Universal Bible Sunday: Presenting a Bible 
to Mrs. E, H. Williams of Brooklyn, 13; 
Bible Sunday Poster, 172 

Upper Andes Agency: Indian woman in the 
Cuzco Valley, 6; Colporteur in a market 
place Peru, 7; Quechua woman, 153 

West Indies Agency: Dr. 1. Marcial-Dorado, 
66; Rev. J. Gonzalez Molina, 158; Rev. 
James Innes, 158 
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YOU FACE OLD AGE WITHOUT FEAR when you are pro- 
tected by Annuity Agreements of the American Bible Society 


Let us tell you how you may have Security in plexing world conditions. A check every six 
Old Age .. . Freedom from Worry... months. That would mean much to you! 
Steady Income. . . Permanent Satisfaction... 
through the annuity plan of the American 
Bible Society. 


In addition, there is the fine satisfaction of sharing 
in the work of making the Bible more widely 
available throughout the world. 


For nearly ninety years the Society’s checks have 


always been sent when due . . . helping to The booklet “A Gift That Lives” explains the plan and 
bring security in spite of disturbing and per- tells how you may help both yourself and a worthy cause. 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 


NOME ASSURED 


dd 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Park Avenue and 57th Street, New York 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet 62A0 entitled A Gift That Lives 
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